Haven: Yale University Press •986. Pp. xi, 300, illus. $22.00 This is a book by a woman about the images of women in books written by women. Carol Fairbanks conceived the interesting idea of analyzing a 2o works of fiction by female prairie authors in order to ascertain whether their portrayals of prairie women's attitudes, roles, and experiences differed in any significant ways from those of male authors. She draws on fiction by thirty-three Canadian and thirty-two American women authors, as well as on works by an unspecified number of males.
Fairbanks's book is a refinement of her dissertation. While reshaped for a wider readership, it still bears the marks of its origin, some of which detract from the fluidity of the writing. Devices derived from literary criticism are used, not always consistently, to give structure to the case Fairbanks wishes to make. New ones appear without old ones being dropped. To this reviewer, the 'structures of signification' of chapter 2 compete as an analytical tool with the concept of 'iconography' in chapter 3. Calling upon the same characters and episodes to make different points causes some confusion, and the work is burdened with unnecessary jargon. The book also suffers from the unconventionality of Fairbanks's periodization, an overconcentration on WASe authors and characters, and the omission of reference to some key determinants of prairie experience -at least in Canada -such as railways, block settlements, and pressures for Anglo conformity. In respect of Ukrainian immigrants to Manitoba in the •89os, she writes, 'they all came from the steppes; they had escaped from famine' (64). In fact, they came from a variety of terrains in the Austrian monarchy, none of which were true steppe-land, and if they suffered real hunger anywhere, it was in their early years in Canada.
Nevertheless, Fairbanks's work is not without value. She has read widely, and her bibliography is a handy reference. She believes that 'fiction provides important clues to the ways women reacted to the frontier experience' -a statement with which this reviewer can agree provided that the emphasis is on 'clues.' The characters who, in quotation and description, march through Fairbanks's survey span over • 5 ø years of history. The author has sought and found women for whom the experience of pioneering life was a positive one. In various historical periods (the First and Second 'Waves,' the early urbanization of the prairies, etc.) and in a variety of relationships (with the landscape, with Indians, with family members), the fictional women speak for themselves and help make the case for Fairbanks: while for men the prairie was a wasteland to be conquered, to women it was alive and beckoning, a place of peace and beauty. Doubtless, the contrast is overdrawn. Doubtless, too, Fairbanks offers a useful corrective to some accepted orthodoxy. It is unfortunate that her survey of male prairie fiction writers is all too brief, for it is on its basis that she concludes that their images of prairie women have been very different from those of their female counterparts. While acknowledging that 'multiple images' exist, the persisting image in men's fiction, Fairbanks finds, has been a negative one: the woman as 'reluctant pioneer, • worn by suffering, resigned to the hardships of life. This image can no longer be sustained. Fairbanks further claims that women fiction writers integrated 'the facts' of prairie existence into their works more successfully than did the men. On the basis of the evidence presented in this work, the verdict must be 'not proven.' However, Fairbanks is to be commended on opening up some significant issues that are worthy of further study. Canadian historians owe to Alan Metcalfe much of their awareness that important developments in social history can be identified and interpreted by examining sport. Metcalfe has written many informative articles in sports history. He has helped establish scholarly journals that provide opportunities for publication on the subject. He has stimulated a number of graduate students who have begun productive careers. His latest contribution to our
